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Combhairle Contae W
exford
Loch Garman County Council

To Michael Sweeney
Property Management Unit
Wexford County Council

26% January 2026

RE: Enniscorthy Castle Quarter, Enniscorthy Castle - 6 and 7 Castle St
Enniscorthy.

Location

The subject site is located adjacent to Enniscorthy Castle, close to the junction of
Castle Hill, Castle Street and Church Street in Enniscorthy Town Centre.

Proposal

The proposal is to redevelop and restore the setting and environs of Enniscorthy
Castle which is defined as a Monument (ref. WX20 031003) by providing a new open
space following the demolition of the vacant castle nightclub building and demolition
of a small apartment block. The nightclub is a mid-20" Century building and extends
along the narrow gap between Athenium and 6 & 7 Castle Street.

The works will also involve the properties, 6 & 7 Castle Street, currently a sports
goods shop, and the properties to the rear which include 3 apartments. The inclusion
of these properties will enable improved access to the Castle and access to the new
Castle Green Space. These properties, 6 & 7 Castle Street, are listed in the Wexford
County Development Plan 2022 to 2028, as Protected Structures (reference E054)
and described in the NIAH as a detached four-bay three-storey house with dormer
attic, ¢.1800, with square-headed carriageway to left ground floor, and single-bay
three-storey returmn to north-east continuing into single-bay single-storey range to
north-east.

Policy Background-Wexford County Development Plan 2022 to 2028

Wexford County Development Plan 2022 to 2028 is the relevant plan covering
Enniscorthy Town. Enniscorthy is defined as a Level 2 Large Town in the plan. The
Town is identified as providing a range of functions including housing, employment,
education, health care, retail, recreation, tourism and culture.
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Enniscorthy Town Strategic Objectives include:

To develop and facilitate new tourism related developments, both direct and
indirect, that will expand the tourism offering and potential of the town and its
surrounding area, and to work with key stakeholders to develop Enniscorthy as a
vibrant visitor hub and tourism destination town in the county.

To improve the public realm and attractiveness of the town centre as a place to
live, work and visit through key urban regeneration projects/environmental
improvement schemes such the proposed Templeshannon Regeneration project,
brownfield sites along the Quays and other town centre enhancement works

Chapter 7 Tourism:

Wexford County Council strongly supports the development of tourism as a key pillar of
economic growth for the county. Objectives of the Council include:

Objective TM09

To deliver the Ireland’s Ancient East Programme and facilitate the phased rollout of
the branding strategy, orientation signage and the enhancement of the visitor
experience at the chosen programme sites.

Objective TM10

To maximise the potential of the main towns in the county as tourism visitor hubs,
and to implement guidelines such as the Failte Ireland Development Guidelines for
Tourism Destination Towns to inform the development and operation of the towns as
tourism destination towns, and to work with all stakeholders to leverage funding
streams that will assist with maximising the tourism potential and offering of the
towns.

Chapter 13 Heritage objectives include:

To conserve and protect archaeological sites, monuments (including their settings),
underwater archaeology and objects including those listed or scheduled for inclusion
on the Record of Monuments and Places and/or the Register of Historic Monuments
or newly discovered sub-surface archaeological remains.

To protect historic urban defences (both upstanding and buried) and associated
features and safeguard them from inappropriate development in accordance with
National Policy on Town Defences (Department of Environment, Heritage and Local
Government, 2008).



To promote the development of heritage-led regeneration and engage in and
promote initiatives to revitalise the historic cores of our towns and villages together
with local communities, heritage property owners and other stakeholders.

Enniscorthy Town Centre First

The Enniscorthy Town Centre First Plan, (ETCFP) (2023) identifies the challenges
including population decline, vacancy while setting out the opportunities for reuse of
vacant properties, infill development, commercial investment, cultural activity,
improved public realm and connectivity.

The ETCFP sets Enniscorthy Town Centre vision as a sustainable, thriving, beautiful
and welcoming place of unique sense of place and quality of life. The Town Centre
will be the social and cultural heart of Enniscorthy, where a rich diversity of
businesses and activities will flourish and be sustained.

The ETCFP identifies a number of projects within the town centre of which the
“Castle Heritage Quarter” covers the area and properties around the Castle (see
below).
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Assessment

The development of the Castle would see the expansion of the site as a Heritage
Attraction. The Castle forms part of the County’s rich historical heritage, with Norman
origins, the building and surrounding buildings have played their role in the medieval
and more modern history of the nation. There is a need to remove some of the less
sympathetic 20" Century additions surrounding the Castle and Athenium such as the
nightclub and apartments to open up or restore the Castle ward. The purchase of
these properties will ensure control and essential access to the site. The
development of this project is fully in compliance with Objectives ET02, TM10, AHO09,
and BHO3 of the Wexford County Development Plan 2022 to 2028 and forms a
significant element of the Castle Heritage Quarter project as outlined in the
Enniscorthy Town Centre First Plan.

| therefore consider that the development will comply with the objectives of the
Wexford County Development Plan 2022 to 2028, the Enniscorthy Town Centre First
Plan and the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

Diarmuid Houston BA, BPI., MIPI
Senior Planner
Wexford County Council




